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Federal Trade Commission § 1.83

Subpart I—Procedures for Imple-
mentation of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 46(g), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.

SOURCE: 47 FR 3096, Jan. 22, 1982, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 1.81 Authority and incorporation of 
CEQ Regulations. 

This subpart is issued pursuant to 
102(2) of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). Pursuant to Ex-
ecutive Order 11514 (March 5, 1970, as 
amended by Executive Order 11991, May 
24, 1977) and the Environmental Qual-
ity Improvement Act of 1980, as amend-
ed (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.) the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) has 
issued comprehensive regulations for 
implementing the procedural provi-
sions of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500 
through 1508) (‘‘CEQ Regulations’’). Al-
though it is the Commission’s position 
that these regulations are not binding 
on it, the Commission’s policy is to 
comply fully with the CEQ Regulations 
unless it determines in a particular in-
stance or for a category of actions that 
compliance would not be consistent 
with the requirements of law. With this 
caveat, the Commission incorporates 
into this subpart the CEQ Regulations. 
The following are supplementary defi-
nitions and procedures to be applied in 
conjunction with the CEQ Regulations. 

[47 FR 3096, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 50 
FR 53304, Dec. 31, 1985]

§ 1.82 Declaration of policy. 
(a) Except for actions which are not 

subject to the requirements of section 
102(2)(C) of NEPA, no Commission pro-
posal for a major action significantly 
affecting the quality of the human en-
vironment will be instituted unless an 
environmental impact statement has 
been prepared for consideration in the 
decisionmaking. All relevant environ-
mental documents, comments, and re-
sponses as provided in this subpart 
shall accompany such proposal through 
all review processes. ‘‘Major actions, 
significantly affecting the quality of 
the human environment’’ referred to in 
this subpart ‘‘do not include bringing 

judicial or administrative civil or 
criminal enforcement actions’’ CEQ 
Regulation (40 CFR 1508.18(a)). In the 
event that the Commission in an ad-
ministrative enforcement proceeding 
actively contemplates the adoption of 
standards or a form of relief which it 
determines may have a significant ef-
fect on the environment, the Commis-
sion will, when consistent with the re-
quirements of law, provide for the prep-
aration of an environmental assess-
ment or an environmental impact 
statement or such other action as will 
permit the Commission to assess alter-
natives with a view toward avoiding or 
minimizing any adverse effect upon the 
environment. 

(b) No Commission proposal for legis-
lation significantly affecting the qual-
ity of the human environment and con-
cerning a subject matter in which the 
Commission has primary responsibility 
will be submitted to Congress without 
an accompanying environmental im-
pact statement. 

(c) When the Commission finds that 
emergency action is necessary and an 
environmental impact statement can-
not be prepared in conformance with 
the CEQ Regulations, the Commission 
will consult with CEQ about alter-
native arrangements in accordance 
with CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 1506.11).

§ 1.83 Whether to commence the proc-
ess for an environmental impact 
statement. 

(a) The Bureau responsible for sub-
mitting a proposed rule, guide, or pro-
posal for legislation to the Commission 
for agency action shall, after consulta-
tion with the Office of the General 
Counsel, initially determine whether or 
not the proposal is one which requires 
an environmental impact statement. 
Except for matters where the environ-
mental effects, if any, would appear to 
be either (1) clearly significant and 
therefore the decision is made to pre-
pare an environmental impact state-
ment, or (2) so uncertain that environ-
mental analysis would be based on 
speculation, the Bureau should nor-
mally prepare an ‘‘environmental as-
sessment’’ CEQ Regulation (40 CFR 
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